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Food for thought: 

The current debate on environmental migration is as fruitful as it is messy; it is stimulating and at  
times confusing. But if there is one thing that most proponents today probably agree on, it is the 
complexity of the issue under debate. The most challenging and conflicting question is therefore the 
decisiveness of environmental factors—not the least of which is climate change—and their impact 
on human mobility. 

Humanities,  so far,  are  almost  absent  in the debate.  This workshop does  not  seek to  solve the 
problem of numbers or to “fix” the environmental change-migration nexus.  Rather,  it  intents to 
explore possible contributions from the wider humanities and social sciences to the debate and thus 
aims to  find  common ground for  possible  theorization by comparing  and bridging disciplinary 
approaches.  To  facilitate  a  cross-disciplinary  discussion,  four  questions  will  serve  as  food  for 
thought. The written and pre-circulated statement (1–3 pages) does not have to answer all these 
questions in detail. Instead, it contains a short overview of theoretical approaches and developments 
in  the  respective  disciplines,  as  well  as  some freely  formulated thoughts  and ideas  on  how to 
approach the topic, and questions about this largely under-theorized field. 

Questions: 

1. In your discipline, what models exist to explain and conceptualize human (non-)mobility 
(from place-attachment to population movement to diaspora)? 

2. Does your discipline conceptualize nature/environment and human/nature relationships? If 
yes, in what ways does it achieve this?

3. Are there intersections between human mobility and environment in your discipline or the 
humanities in general? If yes, could you offer any example of how the humanities (that is, 
some disciplines in that field) have addressed the environment/migration relationships? 

4. Are there aspects—according to your research expertise and experience—that could also be 
relevant to the topic and should therefore be considered in the concept of environmental 
migration?


